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County Ensembles Membership 2010-2011
General information

Our County music ensembles provide a wonderful opportunity for further advancement for talented and enthusiastic young musicians. Membership allows you to extend your musical skills and repertoire by working with professional conductors and tutors. Members join their ensembles for the whole season (September 2010 - August 2011) and pay an annual subscription, which can be paid monthly by direct debit over ten months. 

Membership covers all rehearsals and courses, playing days and performances, except for tours and residentials which are separately charged. You will also receive a membership card which will entitle you to free tickets for County Ensembles’ concerts. 

Cambridgeshire Music currently runs a County Youth Orchestra (CPYO) and a County Youth Wind Orchestra (CYWO) which perform a minimum of two concerts each year in venues like Peterborough, Ely Cathedral and West Road Concert Hall. This year, we are also introducing a County Youth String Orchestra (CYSO). Membership gives you the opportunity to play in all ensembles, according to instrument and level of experience. Please note that places may be limited for CPYO and subject to vacancies. 

Applications are invited from musicians who have reached an equivalent standard of Grade 5 and above for CYWO and CYSO and Grade 7 and above for CPYO. 
An audition will usually be required in order to join the ensembles and may be required annually for all members; most of the time this will be done through participation in a course or playing day. 
If continuing as a member, you will still need to return the attached form in order for us to comply with data protection processes and update your details. Please note that we will assume your membership is renewing unless you tell us otherwise.
Applications for membership ideally should be received by the end of August, but we accept new members throughout the year as places become available. 
2010 – 2011 Dates

When joining a County Ensemble, we expect you to be available for all courses and concerts. If you think you might not be able to attend one of the following CPYO or CYWO dates, please let us know before you return your membership form.   
OCTOBER 2010

23 October: CPYO playing day

NOVEMBER 2010

20 November: CYWO playing day & String playing day (CYSO)

DECEMBER 2010

20-22 December: CPYO December course with informal presentation to parents 

FEBRUARY 2011

19-21 February: CYWO February course and concert 

MARCH 2011

26 March (27 March TBC): CYWO playing at the Music for Youth Regional Festival

APRIL 2011

2-3 April: CPYO April course

9 April: CPYO rehearsal and concert

10-11 April: CPYO and CYWO rehearsals and Gala Concert

SUMMER 2011

23 July – 3 August (TBC): Tour or Residential for CYWO and CPYO – Please keep this period available until tour dates are confirmed.
Repertoire

CPYO

Slavonic Dance No. 8 - Dvorak

Firebird Ballet - Stravinsky


From Me Flows What You Call Time - Takemitsu



Symphony No.7 – Sibelius

Romeo and Juliet - Tchaikovsky



Romany Wood - David Gaukroger

CYWO
T-Bone Trombone Concerto - Johan de Meij 

The soloist will be David Horden, ex-member of CYWO 

Other pieces to be confirmed
Concerts

· 21 February 2011: CYWO annual Concert

· 9 April 2011: CPYO annual Concert

· 11 April 2011: Cambridgeshire Music Gala Concert featuring CYWO and CPYO

· Summer concert (TBC)

Tickets for County Ensemble Concerts for next year are £7.50 (adults), £5 (concessions), £2 (children).

Your membership card will entitle you to one free ticket per concert. 

You can upgrade your membership card for £40 and get a family membership card which will give four members of your family access to all the County Ensemble concerts. To take advantage of this offer, please tick the box on the application form. 

Introductory Playing Days for new participants

We offer a first day prior to becoming a member for all potential participants. Auditions are usually through observation of their progress and participation that day. If they accept an invitation to continue, they will be charged the annual membership fee.

Membership rates for County Ensembles for the 2010-2011 Season 

Membership covers all rehearsals, courses and performances and entitles you to free tickets for the concerts, as outlined above.
We offer a 10% discount to all students having lessons with Cambridgeshire Music (either in school or at an Area Academy). This also applies to students who are active members of a band or ensemble at an Area Academy but not having lessons. 

Members are invited to take part in tours and residentials which are charged separately. Financial support is available for those who might otherwise be unable to take part.
County Ensemble Membership Fee:  

· £200 

· £180 for Cambridgeshire Music students
Please note that students joining after the first CPYO or CYWO three day courses will only be charged half the membership fee.

Tour costs are usually between £300 and £600 depending on destination and length. Residential costs are usually between £80 and £200. 

Financial Assistance

Help is available for students who would otherwise be unable to take part due to financial difficulties. To apply, please send a letter in confidence to Matthew Gunn, Head of Cambridgeshire Music, explaining why you need a bursary along with your application form for membership. Please also indicate how much you could contribute in order to be able to attend courses or tours and residentials.

Modes of Payment

· By Cheque
You can send us a single cheque for the whole year made payable to Cambridgeshire County Council along with your application form.

· By Direct Debit

This option allows you to spread payment of the annual membership over up to 10 months. Payments must be completed by July each year. After the receipt of your application and direct debit forms, we will send you an invoice which will state the dates and the amount to be paid every month. 

· Single Payment

After the receipt of your application form, we will invoice you for the annual membership and you will have 30 days to make the payment. Please note that if you want to change to direct debit after this invoice has been generated, an administrative charge of £15 will apply to cover reprocessing.
Refunds

Due to the costs involved in organising County Ensembles’ activities, we will not be able to refund membership fees once you have committed to membership. The only exception will be if you are unable to attend for medical reasons and are able to provide a doctor’s note.
Transport

As you are aware, all local authorities have to look closely at their spending. Transport to County courses and concerts cost around £2000 each year. We will continue to offer transport to courses for students coming from Peterborough, Huntingdon and Cambridge areas free of charge if necessary. However, if you feel that you would be able to offer lifts and would also be willing to have your child driven to courses by other parents, please let us know by ticking the Lift Share Scheme box on the registration form. 

Please contact the office at least ten days in advance of the date you require transport otherwise we might not be able to organise it and the cost will be charged to you. Return transport is not provided following a concert as it is expected that parents using their membership ticket will attend the concert and take their children home afterwards.

Attendance
As a member, your fellow musicians and coaches expect you to be available for all course dates and for all days of residentials or tours if taking part. It is in the best interest of the ensembles to have regular rehearsals with all players in attendance. Should you have difficulty with the level of commitment required, please discuss it with us prior to joining the County Ensembles. Refunds of membership fees will not be made for non-attendance.
Contact details

Your first point of contact is the Cambridgeshire Music Outreach Team where Marie Lemaire, Todd Bevan and Mary Watkin will be pleased to help you. 

Address: 
Cambridgeshire Music

The Old School

Ermine Street North

Papworth Everard

CB23 3RH

Phone: 
01480 373555

E-mail: 
cm@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Cambridgeshire Music County Ensembles Team
General/CPYO Manager
Lin Hetherington

Director of Music

Matthew Gunn

CYWO Manager

David Southern

Administration

Marie Lemaire

Marketing


Mary Watkin

Logistics


Todd Bevan

Coaching Team (not all coaches will be available at all courses):

Strings: Simon Cartledge, Andy Shaw, Penny Veryard, Pippa Jones, Neil Browne, Anne Atkinson, Pippa MacMillan, Kathy Faelber
Woodwind: Thomas Dryer-Beers, Graham Milgate, Adam Dopadlik, Dan Brinsdon, Stephanie Reeves, Trevor Barlow, Jess Ely
Brass: David Southern, Christian Rutherford, Mark Townend, Lucy O’Reilly
Percussion: Mark Aldous, Ian Pickering
